
	

	

MOST	ASKED	ELEPHANT	QUESTIONS	BY	STUDENTS	

ANSWERED	HERE	
	

• Some	of	the	questions	asked	by	students	from	Elephanatics	online	

presentations	with	Exploring	By	The	Seat	Of	Your	Pants!	

Great	questions	everyone	-	Grades	4-6	

	

	

Q.	How	far	can	an	elephant	travel	in	a	day?		

A.	An	elephant	can	walk	up	to	195	km	per	day,	although	they	usually	only	average	is	

only	25	km	on	a	daily	basis.	It	depends	a	great	deal	on	their	habitat	as	well.	

	

Q.	Can	elephants	breathe	and	eat	with	their	trunk?	

A.	Yes,	an	elephant	can	do	numerous	things	with	its	trunk	to	include:			

• Breathing	

• Sucking	up	water	to	drink	and	bathe	with	

• They	take	down	trees	down	to	eat	its	bark	and	leaves	

• To	socialize	with	–	they	use	their	trunk	as	a	form	of	greeting	when	they	meet	each							

other	

• To	touch	

• An	elephant	trunk	has	up	to	40,000	muscles	

• The	trunk	is	also	used	to	sense	vibrations	from	far	away,	known	as	infrasound.	

Watch	this	cool	video	as	it	explains	how	elephants	can	actually	‘hear’	with	their	

trunk!		

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uQfDazQ9Rkg	

	

Q.	Which	area	has	more	biodiversity,	the	savanna	or	tropical	rain	forest?	

A.		Both	areas	are	extremely	biodiverse.	Tropical	rain	forests	are	the	biologically	richest	

terrestrial	biome	on	the	planet,	hosting	50–90	percent	of	all	plant	species.	The	African	

savanna	is	vast,	diverse	and	home	to	some	of	the	most	distinct	biodiversity	in	the	world.	



Flora	and	fauna,	including	African	elephants,	zebras,	flamingos,	termites,	and	diverse	

species	of	gazelles,	flourish	in	the	ecosystem.	

	

	

Q.	Can	elephants	jump?	

A.	No,	they	physically	cannot	jump	because	the	bones	in	elephant	legs	are	all	pointed	

downwards,	which	means	they	don't	have	the	"spring"	required	to	push	off	the	ground.	

	

Q.	Do	other	animals	try	to	eat	elephants?	

A.	Yes,	some	will	try	and	catch	a	baby	elephant	when	it	is	not	in	a	protected	state,	but	

typically	the	adult	herds	do	not	allow	anything	near	a	baby	elephant.	

	

Q.	Should	a	human	ride	an	elephant?	

A.	No,	but	they	sometimes	do	when	they	are	on	holiday	or	the	animal	is	being	used	for	

work.	Searching	for	ethical	tourist	locations	is	imperative	for	the	health	and	sake	of	the	

elephant.	See	our	ethical	camps	to	visit	that	use	alternative	methods	to	interact	with	an	

elephant	instead	of	riding	it:	

https://elephanatics.org/asian-elephants/ethical-elephant-experiences/	

	

Q.	How	do	elephants	clean	themselves?	

A.	With	their	trunk!	They	suck	up	water	in	their	trunk	and	splash	it	on	their	backs.	They	

also	love	to	roll	around	in	the	mud	to	get	rid	of	any	parasites	that	are	on	their	back.	

They	love	to	swim!	

	

Q.	How	long	do	elephants	live?	

A.	Up	to	60	or70	years	for	African	and	typically	50	years	for	Asian	elephants.	

	

Q.	How	heavy	are	elephants?	

A.	African	bush	elephant	can	weigh	up	to	6000	kg.	An	African	Forest	elephant	can	weigh	

2700-6000	kg.	An	Asian	elephant	can	weigh	up	to	4000	kg.	

	

Q.	What	are	the	biggest	dangers	facing	the	elephant?	

A.	The	biggest	dangers	facing	the	elephant	are:	poaching,	habitat	loss,	human	elephant	

conflict,	trophy	hunting	and	bushmeat	hunting.	

	

Q.	How	much	do	they	eat	in	a	day?	

A.	Elephants	eat	between	149	and	169	kg	(330-375	lb.)	of	vegetation	daily.	Sixteen	to	

eighteen	hours,	or	nearly	80%	of	an	elephant's	day	is	spent	feeding.	Elephants	consume	

grasses,	small	plants,	bushes,	fruit,	twigs,	tree	bark,	and	roots.	

Elephants	require	about	68.4	to	98.8	L	(18	to	26	gal.)	of	water	daily,	but	may	consume	

up	to	152	L	(40	gal.).	An	adult	male	elephant	can	drink	up	to	212	L	(55	gal.)	of	water	in	

less	than	five	minutes.	

	

Q.	Are	there	any	predators	of	elephants?	



A.	Humans	are	their	biggest	predator	–	trophy	hunters,	poachers	and	people	killing	

them	for	their	bush	meat.	

	

Q.	Can	tourism	help	conserve	elephants?	

A.	Yes,	tourism	can	be	beneficial	to	preserving	elephants	as	long	as	the	tourist	attraction	

is	ethical.	By	encouraging	tourists	to	ride	elephants,	it	incentivizes	a	bad	practice	where	

animals	are	being	abused	&	exploited	unnaturally.	Tourism	can	also	provide	

a	compelling	incentive	for	governments	and	organizations	to	institute	environmental	

policies	and	conservation	measures.	This	includes	the	creation	of	national	parks,	nature	

reserves,	and	other	protected	areas	to	preserve	their	biodiversity	and	correspondingly	

boost	their	tourism	appeal.	

	

Q.	Do	ivory	tusks	get	bigger	as	the	elephant	ages?	

A.	Yes,	they	continue	to	grow	throughout	the	life	of	the	elephant.	

	

Q.	Why	is	there	a	market	for	ivory	in	the	first	place?	

A.	Some	Chinese	and	Asian	cultures	find	it	a	sign	of	wealth	to	own	ivory.	It	has	no	

intrinsic	value,	but	its	cultural	uses	make	ivory	highly	prized.	In	Africa,	it	has	been	a	

status	symbol	for	millennia	because	it	comes	from	elephants,	a	highly	respected	animal,	

and	because	it	is	fairly	easy	to	carve	into	works	of	art.	The	ivory	trade	is	fueling	

organized	crime	and	insecurity	as	traffickers	smuggle	tusks	through	the	same	networks	

as	other	high	value	illegal	goods.	Ultimately	the	trade	is	driven	by	demand	for	ivory	in	

consumer	countries,	mostly	in	the	Far	East,	where	it	is	sought	after	as	a	status	symbol	

and	an	investment.	

	

Q.	Is	burning	elephant	ivory	okay?	

A.	This	is	a	very	controversial	question.	Some	countries	in	Africa	burn	ivory	to	deter	the	

illegal	trade	whereas	other	countries	stockpile	their	ivory.	

	

	


