10 FAST FACTS ON REWILDING

What is Rewilding? It is a progressive form of conservation. It
restores and rebalances ecological areas that have suffered
from overuse and abuse from humans allowing nature to
repair itself through natural processes with as little human
interference as possible. Cr. #APlaceLikeNoOther

1.The speed at which species are disappearing is at
least 100 times higher than the natural rate of
extinction. At the current rate it will take millions of
years for diversity to be restored to preindustrial
levels. Cr. #APlaceLikeNoOther

2. Migration in the Serengeti is a dominant structuring
force of ecosystems called a keystoneEffect.
Migration results in higher populations of animals
with the Wildebeest being a keystoneSpecies
regulating every aspect of the Serengeti ecosystem.
Cr. #APlaceLikeNoOther

3. Population of animals in theSerengeti is regulated
through competition for food. One form of
FoodRegulation is BottomUp control - meaning the
flow of energy and nutrients from the soil through to
the plants to the herbivores and on up to the
predators. Cr. #APlacelLikeNoOther

4. Elephants are plant predators - a Top-down control
(food regulation) of plants and trees in the ecosystems
in which they live. Cr. #APlaceLikeNoOther



. In the Serengeti scientists have discovered two major
ways that FoodRegulation occurs. One is TopDown
control where predators eat herbivores (predation),
which indirectly affects plants and even soils, referred
to as a TrophicCascade. Cr. #APlaceLikeNoOther

. A principal driver for the decline and extinction of a
species is the loss of their habitat. Restoration of a
healthy habitat is fundamental to rewilding.
Restoring native vegetation is needed to
accommodate a full food web. Cr.
#APlaceLikeNoOther

. One of the most frequent causes of
EcosystemCollapse is the loss of top predators.
Human hunting, urban development and agriculture
has prevented regulation of herbivores by top
predators causing a chain reaction in the food chain.
(TrophicCascade) Cr. APlaceLikeNoOther

. In any ecosystem, the loss of a keystone species
results in a loss of biodiversity at other levels in the
food chain. Elephants have decreased by nearly two-
thirds largely because of human activities in past 40
years. Cr. #APlaceLikeNoOther



9. A downgrading of ecosystems is happening
worldwide due to overexploitation of resources, loss
of habitat, over-hunting, human-made climate
change and other disturbances. This downgrading
threatens ALL life. Cr #APlaceLikeNoOther

10. When the fundamental principle of regulation is
distorted then regulation breaks down as it did with
the elephant in the 1980’s. Some 80% of elephants
were poached in the Serengeti. Females stopped
producing babies for 10 years due to stress
hormones. Cr. #APlaceLikeNoOther

Why do we need Rewilding? It helps ecosystems rebuild
diversity, structure and resilience. We need healthy, regulated,
ecosystems to counter the extinction crisis, preserve
biodiversity, and help in mitigating human-made
climatechange. Rewilding is imperative for our survival.

Cr. #APlaceLikeNoOther



