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Collared elepant Polaris enjying a scratch. Watch the full vides

GENERAL

Mara Elephant Project started the month with a big announcement on World Habitat DayS.H.
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wealth of experience in business and philanthropy will be invaluable to our aspirations and goals
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humanwildlife co-existence models. Her passion for Kenya, the people and our wildlife runs deep
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I've followed Mara Elephant

Project since the
beginning, and now is the
right time to lend my
support to elephant
conservation.

— Princess Marie of
Liechtenstein

SECURITY, ANPPOACHING & CONFLICT

On Octobe 4, Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS) arrested two suspects in possession of 26 kg (57 Ibs.)

of elephant ivory based on MEP intelligence. The two suspects were transporting 13 pieces of

tusks in the trunk of their car and were arrested near the Tanzania bordeater in the month, on

October 26, KWS arrested one suspect with four pieces of ivory weighing 10.5 kg based on MEP
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protecting the Nyakweri Forest. The ivory ap@ed to be old and was recently unearthed with

the intention to sell.
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The MEP / Sheldrick Wildlife Trust (SWT) Mau-De
Snaring Units are patrolling the Mau Forest rooting out
illegal poaching or deforestation activities. The men
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over two separate daysn Octoberthat they found
inside the forest.

The two MEP / SWT Mau Egnaring Units joined KWS and Kenya Forest Service (KFS) on joint
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suspects in different locations inside the forest for illegal logging and charcoal production. They

also destroyed four active kilns and confiscated pieces of timber, an axe and other charcoal

making supplies. Then,afewdUO 1 AOAOR OEA O!1 PEAd OAT CAO OAAI
KWS and KFS arrested six suspects for habitat destruction activities and destroyed two kilns and

five sacks of charcoal.

MEP rangers also responded to other wildlife in
October.ThA - %0 O0O&I1 @001 06 Of
a call from the community that a giraffe was stuck
inside a maze of fences within a settlement area,
and it needed assistance to be removed. The
rangers responded to move the giraffe back to the
safety of the conservang.

On October 13, MEP received reports from Olarro Conservancy rangers that an injured bull
elephant was in need ofreterinary treatment. We partnered with KWS Vet Dr. Michael Njoroge
from the SWT Vet Unit and immediately responded to treat him. He had a spear wound on his
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side most likely a result of conflict with nearby communities. Once treated, the bull was back on
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conflictrelated injuries. He had two spear wounds, five arrowounds and it was a team effort to

intervene in time. The treatment was successful, and the next day the mobile team monitored
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On October 13, the MEP mobile team respondeddollared elephant Polaris and his herd of nine
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safety of a nearby conservancy and ensure the community and elephants were protected in the

process. On October 25hte MEP mobile team was called in to push a herd of 17 elephants out of
community land and back into a protected area. They responded and used their vehicle and

firecrackers, which never actually touch the elephants, to push the herd back into Ol Kinyei

Corservancy.

Overall, in October, MEP rangers alongside government partners arrested 19 habitat destruction
suspects, destroyed 42 kilns and 34 sacks of charcoal and recovered 408 posts and 16 pieces of
timber. They removed 19 shares and mitigated 23 it incidents.
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In October, MEP rangers covered a distance h##3%m on foot and 14,021 km by can the GME
MEP rangers covered a distance 82km on foot in Marmanet

HELICOPTER

On the 18, we reacted with the helicopter to anextremely severe conflict incident involving
three herds of elephants. On the night of thd 7th,they crossed the Mara River into farms near
Emitik in BometCounty and got stranded there. They were all young bulls and probably got
confused when trying to get back to Enerau Conservancy. The herds then got split up and at
dawn when people started wakiig up, they surrounded the elephants and started attacking
them. One of the stranded herds in turn attacked the crowd killingne man and injuring another
badly. It was impossible to get rangers to that side of the riveso we deployed the helicopter to
ferry rangersto the areaand herd the elephants to safety. That dae helicopter flew 7.8 hours.
Our condolences go out to the families who lost one of their loved ones.

i

At 6:30Narok SWinformed me there was a conflict situation brewing acroghe Mara River in
Bomet County. The report was thatsix elephants were stranded in farms and the community was
gathering at the site.At 7:45 | arrivedat the site with the helicopter, and we found the bull
elephants in serious conflict situations. They had been injured by arrows and the community was
surrounding them.Oneelephant had moved across the river but the remainirfgur were split up
and in a lifethreatening situation. The ommunity wasquite aggressiveand already baying the
elephants and shooting arrows at them. At this point | started ferrying in service members from
Lemek andRhino Sanctuaryto each elephant location for increased security. We managed to
push one bull bak across the river but the othefour would not move. At the same time we

called inKWSVet Dr. Njorogefrom the SWT Mara Mobile Vet Unib treat the injuries. We
successfully treated two of the worst by removing arrow heads and cleaning spear wourid4.
firsthand account from CEO Marc Gus&WS leadership

COMMUNICATIONS & FUNDRAISING

As mentioned above we celebrated World Habitat Day on October 3 with a very exciting
announcement for the organization, Princess Marie joined MEP as a Global Patron. The official
announcement was well received and all of the messages and well wishes were appreciated.
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7 A 3 ttriled to have her on our team. Another exciting venture is that MEP has finally joined
TikTok, you can follow us amaraelephantproject

The Sidekick Foundation, Inc. d/b/a MaEephant Project USA received $121,321.42 in donations
to support MEP and Mara Elephant Project Trust received $26,300 in donations. Thank you to the
Angama Foundation for their annual $20,000 grant payment that supports MEP. We are so
grateful for such awonderful partner in conservation. Additional thanks to Nina Allan and anyone
who supported her efforts to raise funds for MEP in 2022. Thank you as well to Fred & Suzie
Fehsenfeld,Morris Shafter, Catherine Balton, Animal Survival International, the ME®undation,

Inc., Smithsonian Conservation Biology InstitutéArthur Choate, Marcia Donley, Mike
Gruetzemacher, Mike & Margy McCormickhe Jack & Lorraine Walker Fundlinda Mayer The
Zoback Family Charitable Fund, Gayle G&asan Allen, Barbara Barke¥an Bellinger, Darlene
Brown, Tracy Cermack, Pam Curtis, Sally Davidson, Barbara Davis, Michael der Manouel, Michael
Donnelly, Erika Johnson, Allan Montgomery, Thomas Norwood, Charlotte Shea, Katharine
Simonds, Daniel Travanti and Liping Wang.

The finalmonth for The Greatest Maasai Mara photographer of the year competition came to a

close and MEP was supported with 36 entries. Thank youHarveet Singh, Clair Nicol, Raheel

Shah, Mohamed Almotawah, Ofir Drori, Katherine Murphy, Neil Bhargava, Julie Gr&lilsia

Ribeiro, Sushil Chauhan, Emanuel Ketikai Saruni, Randall Ball, Hema Shah, Tracy Miller, Patricia

Leanne McColm, Sophy Roberts, Lauren Barnett Megdal, Sebastian Balke, Viral Shah, Jagminder

Matharu, Brian Wells, Kevin Phipps, Indranil Dutta and JBachman for supporting MEPWe
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An October entry bfmanuel Ketikai Saruni.

RESEARCH & CONSERVATION
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The MEP Research Department had magyests in October to collaborate on our various
research and conservation technology projects. We hosted George Wittemyer and Nathan Hahn
from Colorado State University. They worked with me on Ecoscope, our léegn monitoring
program and had a chance tget into the field, which included joining for the recollaring

operation for Kiambi.
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were undertaking work in the Mara. We also welcomed Jared Stabaahiesearch ecologist at the

Smithsonian Conservation Biology Institute's Conservation Ecology Center and frequent

collaborator with MEP. We discussed the continued wildebeest monitoring project.
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| had the opportunity to visit the Grumeti Fund in
Tanzania in October to join others for a
conservation technology workshop focusing on
conflict, camera traps, wildlife tracking and
protected area management. was able tovisit the
new RISE Facility, sofaboration betweenthe
Grumeti Fund and MASS that is a research facility |
the Western Serengeti Corridor. It was extremely
impressive.

We are excited to welcome Eric Gitonga to MEP. Eric started in October and is a software
developer workingonad AT AET C - %060 AAOPI EA Ai 1T OAOOAOGETT OA
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working on mapping fences, roads and landcover gretrathing points using motorbikes and odrerraChart
app. They recordetikkm of fences an@ LCC points in October.
MEP Experimental Farm
General Update
Zero rainfall was received throughout the month of October. Being dry even in the surrounding
areas wildlife especially hippos visited thexperimental farm in search of food, and we noted a
AEC AEAT CA ET OEAEO AAOETI ¢ PAOOAOI O AO AAAE AAU
never predated previously. This included coriander, peas, tomatoes, sunflower, canola,
gooseberry and cabbge and interestingly all the crops that are usually made into essential oil
like lavender, rosemary, geranium, citriodora and tea tree were never touched.
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Butternut squash, sweet potatoes, cucumbers and chili /maize plots before and after pmedat

Hippos predating the farm at night captured with different camera traps.

We had the highest number of visitors both locally and internationally to the farm. Guests from
Giraffe Conservation Foundation visited the farm to learn more about owork. We were pleased

to host MEP cafounder Suzie Fehsenfeld with two friends. It was their first time at the farm, and
we were excited to show them everything. Dr. Jake Wall and two MEP partners Nathan Hahn and
Dr. George Wittemyer stopped by to exchangéeas. We are always excited to get more insight
into the work we are doing.

Over the past month, we have increasingly received community members who would like to learn

more about the Co@E OOAT AA &AOI DPOI EAAO8 %wAomwitidthetAUh x A
Enkutoto area where our farm is situated and as far as Ololgolian. We have collaborated and

learned from each other as we share ideas, and it is becoming even more important to launch a

resource center to host visitors as a central edugah hub for coexistence farming.

@)1

We are excited to announce the launch of a new project, the MEP Medicinal Garden, which will
focus on growing traditional medicinal plants, there are over 30 trees and herbs that are used for
medicinal purposes, to testle predation level. Medicinal plants are not only useful, but previous
research has shown that they have a low predation level. The medicinal garden will help the
community to preserve the historical knowledge about medicinal plants, contribute to
biodiversity and help us look into a value addition potential. We had the pleasure of visiting a
physic garden in Nairobi managed by Debora Coulson that has over 150 different plants used to
heal different parts of the body. We learned so much about launching amwn medicinal farm.
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